
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to International 
Bird Rescue for their Aquatic Bird Rehabilitation Program (ABRP), which provides emergency care 
and rehabilitation to injured seabirds and aquatic birds, as well as, educational, research and 
planning experiences to interns.

SUBJECT

August 07, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD
(FOURTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $2,500 to 
International Bird Rescue to provide food, medicine and medical supplies needed to render 
emergency care to injured seabirds and aquatic birds at its facilities. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote education, conservation and the 
propagation of fish and game, thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California. 

At its meeting held on July 12, 2012, the Commission approved a grant request in the amount of 
$2,500 to International Bird Rescue for their ABRP which provides emergency care and rehabilitation 
as well as food, medicine and medical supplies to injured seabirds and aquatic birds at its facilities.  

The grant fund will help International Bird Rescue to offset the cost of rehabilitating animals affected 
by oil spill, act of nature, and/or human impact. Each day, International Bird Rescue centers receive 
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birds that are suffering from a host of problems that can include poisoning by botulism or domoic 
acid, injuries sustained from fishing hooks and line, acts of animal cruelty, and other acts of nature.  

International Bird Rescue facilities are exclusively dedicated to the care of aquatic birds and their 
special needs.  In precarious environmental times, and with continual urban sprawl, the human as 
well as natural impacts on seabirds and aquatic birds are not anticipated to diminish.  Interceding by 
providing rescue and rehabilitative care to an animal that has been injured, compromised or become 
ill as a result of an unnatural impact is work that advances the propagation and protection of seabirds 
and aquatic birds along our coast and in our communities. Since its inception 41 years ago, 
International Bird Rescue has become a world leader in oiled wildlife response and wild aquatic bird 
rehabilitation. International Bird Rescue facilities care for approximately 5,000 injured and ill aquatic 
birds each year.  Each bird that is rehabilitated and released to its native habitat is a critical and 
important element to the marine ecosystem and impacts on the species of birds that are treated can 
have broader reaching effects on the environment and the communities.  

Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the best 
methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of California and Los 
Angeles County.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goals
No. 1 & 3 (Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  In addition to advancing the 
propagation and protection of seabirds and aquatic birds along our coast and in our community; 
International Bird Rescue provides educational experiences by hosting interns from the United 
States and all over the world who spend three to six months working in the rehabilitation clinics to 
learn the management and care of seabirds and aquatic birds.  Many go on to become members of 
the oil spill response team and others take knowledge and skills back to their communities to 
augment existing aquatic bird programs.

Strategic Asset Management Principles Compliance

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines levied 
for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

N/A

CONTRACTING PROCESS

N/A

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and game, thus 
benefiting County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

CONCLUSION

N/A

JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf
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